
 
GEOLOGIC HAZARDS GROUP IS HIRING  

One lead Geologist/Geophysicist and two Summer Geophysics Assistants! 
 

 

 

 

The Washington Geological Survey is looking for qualified applicants for a geophysics project, 

assessing soil site class at numerous school campuses across the State. The two assistant 

positions are for summer and fall field work, and the lead geologist/geophysicist position is for 

two years, with the potential for extension if funding continues. All three positions are a great 

opportunity to gain both applied and research experience and to help to make Washington’s 

schools more resilient to earthquake hazards. The application process, position descriptions, and 

research project are summarized below. Thanks for your interest in this project,—we look 

forward to hearing from you! 

 

TO APPLY:  

 Applications are due no later than June 14, 2019. 

 Email required material to: Corina Forson, Geologic Hazards Program Supervisor, 

Washington Geological Survey; (360)-902-1455; corina.forson@dnr.wa.gov  

 Ensure you meet the required qualifications (see below) 

 Provide a resume (including GPA), cover letter, list of completed geology related classes, 

employment history, and three references. Incomplete applications will not be 

considered. 

 Please indicate the position(s) for which you would like to be considered (either the lead 

geologist/geophysicist and/or the assistant positions).One application can serve for all 

three openings if that’s what you’re interested in.  

 Telephone interviews will be conducted in late June; work starts end of June through 

early July, depending on your availability. 
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LEAD GEOLOGIST/GEOPHYSICIST POSITION (Natural Resource Scientist 2) 

 

SALARY RANGE:  

$3,948 – $5,179 per month 
                                            

TYPE OF POSITION:  

Project, Full-time, two years with potential to extend provided funding continues.  

 

LOCATION:  

Olympia, Washington 

 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

 Bachelor's Degree in geology, geological sciences, engineering geology, or closely 

related degree. 

 Candidate must have at least two years geologic experience and an additional two years’ 

experience with geophysical data collection and processing.  

 Experience using seismic monitoring equipment, GPR, and familiarity with standard lab 

equipment are required. 

 Must have demonstrable communication and interpersonal skills that show the ability to 

function as a team member, communicate plans and results of work with stakeholders and 

the public. 

 Must be able to meet deadlines. 

 Must have well-developed computer skills. 

 Must be proficient in GIS software. 

 Familiarity of standard lab equipment. 

 Must have experience with geophysical processing software. 

 Must be able to perform fieldwork including geologic data collection, geophysical data 

collection, working on steep and uneven terrain, and use standard field equipment 

(Brunton compass, hand-held GPS unit, digital camera, laptop PC, etc.) 

 Must be able to independently complete research projects. 

 Must have excellent oral and written communication skills. 

 Ability and experience designing protocols, standards, and research projects. 

 Experience defining project scope and carrying out geophysical investigation start to 

finish. 

 Ability to care for instruments that are delicate, expensive, and heavy (as much as 50 lbs)  

 Valid driver’s license and two years of driving experience. Experience with challenging 

road conditions is strongly preferred.  

 

 

 

 

 



ASSISTANT GEOLOGIST/GEOPHYSICIST POSITIONS (Scientific Technician 2): 

 

SALARY RANGE:  
$2,700 – $3,488 per month 

                                            

TYPE OF POSITION:  

Project, Full-time, for 4-6 months 

 

LOCATION:  

Olympia, Washington 

 

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

 Student or recent graduate pursuing a degree/career in geology, geophysics, geological 

sciences, engineering geology, or closely related degree. 

 Must be able to meet deadlines. 

 Must have well-developed computer skills. 

 Experience working with Microsoft Excel. 

 Must be able to perform fieldwork including geologic data collection, geophysical data 

collection, working on steep and uneven terrain, and use standard field equipment 

(Brunton compass, hand-held GPS unit, digital camera, laptop PC, etc.) 

 Must have excellent oral communication skills. 

 The incumbent in this position is required to travel. 

 Must be able to lift heavy field equipment in excess of 50 pounds and repeatedly swing a 

sledgehammer 

 Must have a valid driver’s license and have two years of driving experience. This 

position requires driving as an essential function.  Employees who drive for state 

business, whether in a state or privately owned vehicle, are required to possess a valid 

license as defined in policy PO02-006 and abide by all other driver responsibility 

requirements. 

 

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

 Experience with seismic data collection and processing. 

 The ideal candidate is proficient with GIS and Adobe Illustrator software 

 

 

 

WORK SCHEDULE FOR ALL THREE POSITIONS  

Either five 8-hour days per week or four 10-hour days per week (40 hours total per week). 

 

 

SCHOOL SEISMIC SAFETY PROJECT SUMMARY:  

The School Seismic Safety Project (SSSP) is the second phase of a statewide effort to 

systematically evaluate school buildings for seismic performance. The SSSP is a Capital 

Budget-funded project led by the Washington Geological Survey (WGS), a division of the 



Department of Natural Resources (DNR), in cooperation with the Office of Superintendent of 

Public Instruction (OSPI). 

The project involves both geological and engineering assessments. Over the summer and 

fall of 2018, WGS scientists collected seismic data to measure the soil conditions at almost 100 

school campuses, usually on playing fields. Seismic site class is related to soil type and 

determines the level of earthquake shaking expected at the site. This seismic data greatly 

improves our estimates of potential ground shaking by more accurately evaluating site-specific 

soil conditions under the school buildings. In addition to this, a group of licensed professional 

structural engineers collected building data at the school campuses to evaluate the structural and 

nonstructural adequacy of the school buildings. 

Beginning in July 2019, we will continue to evaluate schools around the state for their 

seismic hazard and will provide that information to the public, school personnel, and the State 

legislature. The WGS portion of this project is an on-site assessment of the seismic site class of 

the soils.  

 

 
 


